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More art!
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Minutes, hours, days...

HOW LONG DOES
IT TAKE YOU TO

MAKE ONE
DECENT FIGURE?

Persistence of Memory, Salvador Dalí
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AI figures can be published in papers

AI figures dosen’t look professional...

Good figures require design skills
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When in doubt…
We look at the evidence.

Sherlock Holmes
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Figurelabs

figurelabs.ai

https://chat.figurelabs.ai/
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Let’s talk about the
elephant in the room...

It’s not free and AI is not
perfect
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From sketch to image
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From sketch to image

Attach the sketch

Write: “Convert this sketch into a Biorender-style image” 

Select size and AI model
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From sketch to image
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From text to image

Paste your prompt

Select size and AI model



MONDAY
BASICS:
TRAINING & COFFEE

From text to image

Prompt

Image
elements

Layout

Style

How to write a good prompt?
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Image elements:
Biological nitrogen removal process in a wastewater treatment plant (WWTP).
 Include:

Influent flow entering the system
Primary clarifier (sedimentation tank)
Biological reactor divided into two zones:

Aerobic zone (nitrification)
Anoxic zone (denitrification)

Secondary clarifier
Effluent (treated water output)
Waste sludge stream

Also include nitrogen transformations:
NH₄⁺ → NO₂⁻ → NO₃⁻ (nitrification, aerobic zone)
NO₃⁻ → N₂ (denitrification, anoxic zone)

Use arrows to indicate:
Water flow direction
Internal nitrogen pathways

From text to image
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From text to image

LAYOUT
Arrange the diagram in a left-to-right process flow.
Influent → primary clarifier → biological reactor → secondary clarifier → effluent

Clearly separate the aerobic and anoxic zones within the biological reactor (use
color or visual separation)

Place arrows to show flow direction between units

Keep the layout clean and easy to follow, avoiding overlapping elements
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From text to image

Style
Clean, minimalist scientific diagram

Vector-style illustration
White background
Soft, limited color palette (e.g., blue for water, light tones for zones)
Clear and readable labels
Simple icons or schematic tanks (not realistic rendering)
Professional style similar to graphical abstracts or BioRender-like figures
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From text to image

Tip: 💡Exporting an image as a vector allows for flexible and precise editing
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From text to image

Export as vector image for further editting
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From text to image
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From text to image

Authorization Certificate:

It is a platform-issued confirmation tied to a specific asset and export version.
It shows that the figure was generated and/or edited in FigureLabs under an
eligible subscription plan.
It is intended as supporting documentation for external review.

Soruce: https://chat.figurelabs.ai/publication-authorization

https://chat.figurelabs.ai/publication-authorization
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From text to image: other examples

https://www.tiktok.com/@figurelabs.ai/photo/7631156566909095169?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
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From text to image: other examples
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Practical tips

🟢 WHEN to use AI
Conceptual figures
Presentations & posters
For publishing: read
journals' policies!

🟡 PROMPTING
Be specific
Define structure
Add key elements
Set visual style

🔵 EDIT & EXPORT
Always review
Rebuild in vector
Keep full control
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Complementary material

Chen, D. (2026). AI-Generated Figures in Academic Publishing: Policies,
Tools, and Practical Guidelines. arXiv preprint arXiv:2603.16159.
Elsevier. (n.d.). Generative AI policies for journals.
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies-and-standards/generative-ai-
policies-for-journals
Nature Portfolio. (n.d.). Editorial policies: Artificial intelligence (AI).
https://www.nature.com/nature-portfolio/editorial-policies/ai

https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies-and-standards/generative-ai-policies-for-journals
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies-and-standards/generative-ai-policies-for-journals
https://www.nature.com/nature-portfolio/editorial-policies/ai
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“Any fool can know. The point is to understand.” 
— Albert Einstein

AI can generate images… but understanding
and responsibility remain ours.
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